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MANITOBA HORSE RACING COMMISSION




Assiniboia Downs Meeting

                      Date:  October 1, 2011

(THOROUGHBRED)


                                           COMMISSION R U L I N G:  #10

On September 10th and 24th, 2011 MHRC heard the Appeal (penalty only) of Lisa Hebdon, owner / trainer pertaining to Stewards’ Rulings 51 and 52 whereby she was suspended 60 calendar days and fined $1500.00 for positive test Clenbuteral (1st race August 20th, 2011) and suspended 20 calendar days and fined $1500.00 for being in possession of needles and syringes within the grounds of a racetrack.

Sitting for the MHRC were David Miles, Chair; Dushant Persaud, Vice-Chair; Georgine Spooner, Member; Margaret Teske, Member. Stewards were represented by Blaine Buffalo and Charles Janaway.  Lisa Hebdon was present, with Blair Miller as representative.

With regard to Ruling No. 51 (positive test) the Stewards, in imposing the penalty, followed the guidelines of Racetrack Commissioners International. Ms. Hebdon, through her representative, argued that the MHRC should follow the precedent set in 2010 when a 15 day suspension and $1000.00 fine were imposed on a trainer for the same offense. The MHRC agrees with this argument. However since it was her second positive test in the same season the MHRC finds that the penalty should be doubled and therefore imposes a 30 calendar day suspension and a $2000.00 fine. The MHRC Chair and Vice-Chair will recommend that the new Commission formulate a policy regarding penalties for positive tests.

The suspension will run from August 27th, 2011 through and including September 25th, 2011. All other terms of the Stewards’ ruling remain in full force and effect.

With regard to Ruling No. 52 (possession of injectables) Ms. Hebdon submitted no credible explanation as to why they were in her truck and how they got there. In the view of the MHRC this is more serious than the positive test – which may well have been caused by inadvertent error and does not require an injectable. No precedents were put forth by either the Stewards or Ms. Hebdon. Due to the serious nature of this matter the MRHRC imposes a 30 calendar day suspension and a $2000.00 fine. The suspension will run from September 26th, 2011 through and including October 25th, 2011. All other terms of the Stewards’ ruling remain in full force and effect.

Because she was successful on one appeal one-half of her appeal deposit will be returned. 

BY ORDER OF THE MHRC

                                                _________________________

                                                     David Miles, Chair

