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MANITOBA HORSE RACING COMMISSION




Assiniboia Downs Meeting

                      Date: August 23, 2011

(THOROUGHBRED)


                                           COMMISSION R U L I N G:  #6a

REASONS

Whether it be race riding or car driving it is often difficult to decide whether the riding or driving misconduct in question was careless or dangerous. In the view of the MHRC dangerous riding involves an element of either recklessness or willfulness.

A rear-end collision on the roadway is almost always dealt with as careless driving. It is a common occurrence for a car driver to be following another car too closely and become distracted – resulting in a rear-end collision. There is no element of recklessness. On the other hand when a driver runs a red light at 120 km/hour in a 60 km zone that is dangerous driving – whether or not an accident ensues. The driver does not intend to cause an accident but the quality of his driving is reckless and he is oblivious to the danger caused.

Often the distinction is difficult to make as there may be a fine line between careless and dangerous. In this case Mr. Ortiz, riding No. 2, was on the rail following horse No. 5.  Mr. Ortiz had “lots of horse” and was waiting for an opening to go through and take the lead. The rider of No. 5, in the view of the MHRC, teased Mr. Ortiz by showing an opening and then closing it, showing an opening and then closing it.... Mr. Ortiz carelessly allowed his horse to get too close to No. 5 thereby clipping heels.

In the view of the MHRC this did not amount to dangerous riding. He had his horse under restraint while waiting for the hole – which, to the credit of the rider of No. 5, never opened. Had Mr. Ortiz barged into the non-existent hole, oblivious to the danger, the MHRC would have found it to be dangerous riding.

PENALTY

The Stewards have great latitude in dealing with careless riding offences. Often a fine is imposed – depending on the nature of the offence and on the record of the jockey in question. However, the MHRC has mandated that in the event the careless riding causes a particularly dangerous situation to occur a suspension must be imposed. The MHRC finds that this carelessness did in fact cause a dangerous situation and would have imposed a two-day suspension if this was his first violation. Because it was his third violation the MHRC imposed a three-day penalty.

BY ORDER OF THE MHRC

___________________________________

DAVID MILES, Chair

